This course examines China's development into a modern nation from the Song reunification (A.D. 960) to the end of the cataclysmic Taiping Rebellion (A.D. 1864). The approach is multifaceted in an effort to reveal the richness and complexity of China's past; it therefore includes the study of Chinese traditions of philosophy, religion, and the literate and visual arts together with the study of political and social history. Students will be expected to understand significant events and trends, as well as the roles of important individuals, in these areas.
Requirements for the course:
1. Regular class attendance and alert participation 2. Evidence of thoughtful, serious reading of assigned materials and intelligent assessment of audiovisual resources 3. One map quiz and two slide quizzes 4. Two papers on assigned topics 5. Three exams (including the final exam) Additional quizzes (including unannounced quizzes) and short writing assignments may also be given. Exams will cover the texts as well as materials presented in lectures, handouts, and audiovisual materials. Papers are due in class at the beginning of the class period. Late work will not be accepted. For papers, correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation are essential. Errors of this type will be penalized. If you use a computer to write your papers, be certain that you know how to use it before entrusting it with your paper. Computer malfunctions are not acceptable excuses for sloppiness or tardiness. Always keep a hard copy (a copy on paper) of each draft of your paper.
Thoughtful classroom participation is encouraged and will be considered in the calculation of the final grade for the course. Excessive absences and/or disruptive behavior in the classroom may result in a lower grade for classroom participation. Three (3) unexcused absences are allowed; excessive absences (i.e., 9 or more) will result in the student being dropped from the course or in an "F" for the final course grade. A good rule of thumb: Do not expect to get a final grade higher than the percentage of classes you attended (e.g.: If you attend 80% of all scheduled class meetings, you should not expect a final grade higher than 80% --a B-). Final grades will be based approximately 75% on written work and approximately 25% on classroom participation. Extra credit will not be permitted. Make-up exams will be given only in cases of legitimate, documented excuses; if you are wondering if your excuse is legitimate, it probably is not. Note that a "W" (Withdrawal) will be given only when the student has followed official withdrawal procedures by the stated deadlines.
All students are expected to abide by the Rhodes honor code. Infractions will be dealt with accoording to the rules of the college. In your papers, be certain to avoid plagiarism (the use of someone else's information/material without properly citing the source of that information/material). You must indicate the sources of your information and ideas through proper citation, whether the source is quoted directly or not. Also, be certain to avoid the appearance of collusion in written assignments and exams. Studying together can be an excellent way to learn, but can (in extreme cases) lead to disconcerting similarities. Extreme instances of similarities in exams or papers may result in a lowering of the grade for that assignment.
SYLLABUS
The following syllabus tells you which pages are to be completed PRIOR TO that day's class. 
